Poland: 'The Star and the extras'

The Polish sequence was shot in
Katowice, in a steel-mill built in the 19th
Century by a Scottish Lord — John Baildon.
The mill is still there, and so is the 'proletari-
at.’ The extras from Utopia — generations of
workers, now unemployed, are also still
there. | plan to shoot an engagement party in
a worker’s family, as in the happy ending of
THE FIRST YEARS. What would the hopes and
plans of the young people be? There was an
amateur film club at the steel mill, and their
films make a visual document of the time.
This was the first time | saw real working
class people — like the ones Karl Marx wrote
about, and the people of Borinage filmed by
Ivens. | even thought to myself, 'something
has to be done for these people!' That's how
Utopias are being born - by mere compas-
sion and pity.
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